The Berkley Open Space Committee is 

committed to protecting and preserving 

the precious undeveloped land in

Berkley for future generations to enjoy.  

Open Space is any land area in which 

the preservation in its present use would: 

   a) conserve and enhance natural or 

       
scenic resources; 

   b) protect streams or water supply; 

   c) promote conservation of soil, 


wetland, or riverfront;

   d) preserve a sense of scenic value to 

         the public in neighboring parks, 


forests, wildlife preserves, nature 

         reservations or sanctuaries; 

   e) enhance recreation opportunities; & 

   f)  preserve historic and scenic sites.  

         [image: image1.jpg]



              The Wild and Scenic Taunton River

Berkley is still a rural agricultural 

community blessed with a rich land-

scape.  We experienced major growth 

in the 1980’s and 1990’s and are now 

estimated to be 60% built out.  However, 

our town has less than 5% of its land 

area permanently protected despite our

reliance on local wells for clean, clear 

drinking water and having considerable 

Taunton River frontage.

        [image: image2.jpg]



            The Myricks Airport is in permanent 

      preservation with Trustees of Reservations
Today the land of Berkley is clearly at risk.  

Development is causing the loss of wood-

land, farms, wildlife habitat and vital aquifer        

recharge areas. The decisions that Berkley 

landowners will make about their land now 

will have a profound and long-lasting effect 

on the community our children and grand-

children will inherit. You as a landowner 

have the ability to influence that outcome.  

A decision to permanently protect the rustic

memories of your land, its habitat and the 

wildlife it supports, may be one of the best 

gifts you can leave to future generations.

The Berkley Open Space Committee is 

prepared to assist you with a variety of 

options to help make permanent protection

of your land a reality.  Many sources of 

information and advice, including tax 

incentives and other types of financial 

assistance is available. Many organiz-

ations work with landowners to help them 

achieve their vision of a landscape perm-

anently protected for wildlife and people. 

As an interested landowner you can decide 

on the option that makes the most sense 

to you. 

 Gifts of Land: An outright gift of land for 

conservation can be the simplest and best 

way to protect it.  A gift of land can ensure 

that the property will remain forever 

undeveloped and conserved, while freeing 

you of the responsibilities of ownership and 

management, including property taxes. You 

may donate your property to either a 

nonprofit land conservation organization or a

public conservation agency. The process of 

making a gift is fairly straightforward. Donors 

of land can claim the value of a properly made 

gift as a charitable contribution on their federal 

income tax return. In some cases, landowners 
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                   Bridge Village Heritage Park
choose to make a gift of land now, but reserve 

the right to use the property during their lifetime 

this is known as a reserved life estate.  

Landowners retain their traditional, private use 

of the property, along with the responsibilities 

of management and property taxes,

but have the assurance that upon their deaths, 

ownership will automatically pass to a

conservation organization. 

                    Contact us at

          thecallahans36@comcast.net

                    508-880-6653
Gifts of Conservation Restrictions: If you 

want to keep your land (and leave it to your

heirs or sell it), but want to know that the 

land will stay open and undeveloped forever, 

then consider a conservation restriction, 

which is a voluntary legal agreement 

between a landowner and a conservation 

organization that forever limits development 

of a property, and gives to the organization

the responsibility to monitor the property.  

The land itself remains in private hands and 

on the tax rolls, and can be given, sold or 

left to anyone the owner chooses, but future 

owners will be bound by the terms of the  

agreement. The public has no right of access 

to the property unless the owner specifically 

grants it. For the owner who wishes to keep 

land in the family but ensure its preservation,

a conservation restriction is the perfect tool.  

Donors of properly drafted conservation 

restrictions are eligible to claim a charitable 

contribution on their federal income tax 

return.  

An Agricultural Preservation 

Restriction or APR is a means to protect 

working farms. 
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Sales and Bargain Sales: Many landowners 

cannot afford to make a gift of land or a 

conservation restriction, but would like to 

see their property permanently preserved. 

Though conservation organizations have 

limited funds for purchases, you should not 

hesitate to inquire. A sale for less than the 

property’s full fair market value compensates 

the landowner with a combination of cash 

and tax deductions.
Estate Planning and Bequests:  What if 

you’re not ready to make an irrevocable 

commitment, but want to know that your

land will be protected?  Or perhaps you 

want to protect your land, but need to retain 

its value as financial security if it is needed 

to meet future medical expenses or other 

unexpected costs. In these cases, a gift of 

land or conservation restriction by will is a

good option.  Land and conservation 

restrictions do not provide an income tax

deduction, but do remove the value of the 

property from your taxable estate, thereby 

reducing inheritance taxes owed by heirs. 

New tax provisions now provide even 

greater estate tax benefits for gifts of 

conservation restrictions. 

Many land conservation organizations are 

experienced in working with landowners

facing a wide variety of situations and 

challenges. Massachusetts has more than 

100 active land trusts working at the state, 

regional and local level.  To learn which 

ones are available to Berkley landowners 

go to the website of the Massachusetts 

Land Trust Coalition (www.massland.org).  

Better yet set up an appointment with 

the Berkley Open Space Committee.
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        Opportunities available 


     to landowners interested 

          in preserving the character

             and rural culture of our 

                      community

